Call for Contributions from the Intercultural Cities Programme: Shaping the New Democratic Pact for Europe (NDPE)

Contribution from the City / Region of .................. (Member of the Choose an item.)
To support and shape the Intercultural Cities Programme’s contribution to the New Democratic Pact for Europe (NDPE) of the Council of Europe, we are inviting member cities of the ICC network and the national networks to share concrete, operational tools and resources developed at the local level.
The New Democratic Pact for Europe (NDPE) is a current major initiative of the Council of Europe responding to growing threats to democracy such as backsliding, disinformation, impunity, and authoritarian trends across the continent. It recognizes that Europe’s democratic institutions, freedoms, and values are under threat and that collective, innovative solutions are urgently needed. The Pact is a collaborative and inclusive process designed to reinforce democracy’s foundations, make its benefits accessible to all—especially younger generations—and develop new responses to contemporary challenges. Through wide consultations until 2026, the NDPE aims to shape the future of democracy in Europe by identifying and scaling up practical solutions that safeguard and revitalize democratic life.
Our aim is not to gather all initiatives or publications from the cities, but to identify specific, actionable instruments that can support cities and communities in preventing or responding to today’s democratic challenges, in line with the NDPE’s approach. Tools can include: assessment tools, policy briefs, toolkits, checklists, trainings, or other similar actionable resources.
We believe that the intercultural inclusion approach, along with the experience of ICC cities, can play a significant role in strengthening and revitalising democracy by addressing its current challenges. By sharing the tools, advice, and expertise you have developed, you not only demonstrate the value of intercultural inclusion in building viable and resilient democracies, but also secure Europe‑wide visibility as your practices will be showcased and credited. 
We seek contributions across the three pillars of the Pact, with a special focus on those offering practical, implementable solutions for cities and their diverse communities. The 3 pillars are:
1. Learning and Practicing Democracy: Tools and resources that help build the resilience of democratic institutions and processes at the local level, and empower local actors.
2. Protecting Democracy: Dialogues, tools, and initiatives designed to reinforce democratic security in your city.
3. Innovating Democracy: Approaches and tools that support cities in making their local democracies fit for the challenges of tomorrow.

How to Contribute:
Please share your relevant tools, ideas, examples and good practices by sending them directly to democratic.pact@coe.int using the below template, copying intercultural.cities@coe.int by 15 February 2026. 
We look forward to your valuable contributions and please do not hesitate to contact intercultural.cities@coe.int for any questions you might have !

Note: Please fill in the below template separately for each tool / initiative / that you would like to contribute to the New Democratic Pact for Europe.
Contribution from the Intercultural Cities Programme Members to the New Democratic Pact for Europe (NDPE)
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	Implementing City / Region / Network
	(Please indicate the name of the city, region, or network or other actor responsible for implementation)
Member of the Choose an item.

	Contact detail (name, position and email)
	

	Name of the Initiative / Product / Tool
	(Please provide the name. If available online, include a hyperlink)

	Year of Development / Publication 
	(Year developed or published)

	Thematic Area / Challenges/Problems Addressed
	(Briefly describe the main challenge or problem tackled)

	Relevant Pillar(s) of the NDPE
	Please select the relevant pillars of the Pact (Possible to select more than one)
☐Pillar 1 - Learning and Practicing Democracy
☐Pillar 2 - Protecting Democracy
☐Pillar 3 - Innovating Democracy

	Description of the Tool
	(Max 3000 characters – Please highlight what the tool / initiative is and how it supports the New Democratic Pact for Europe, specifically how it addresses the above-mentioned challenges / problems identified by the pillars of the New Democratic Pact)
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