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14:30 – 14:45 Walk in & coffee

14:45 – 15:00 Welcome and introductions

15:00 – 16:00 City of Bruges
Policy program 2025-2030
Waste policy

• General waste policy
• Waste policy for events
• Practical examples

16:00 – 16:30 ACR+
Interreg Europe MINEV project and network

16:30 – 17:00 Visit Christmas market focus on waste management
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Fact & figures



119 869

inhabitants

11 000

students 

8 280 819

visitors in 2023

410 ha
UNESCO 
heritage







Bruges policy program 2025 - 2030





Bruges Policy program 2025-2030



Bruges Policy Program 2025-2030

“Back to basics 
with clean 
neighborhoods 
and sensible 
greenery”



Waste management in Bruges Policy Program



266 / We expect event organizers to be 
responsible for cleaning up waste and litter 
caused by their event and to prioritize waste 
prevention and awareness.

265 / Where events take place in parks, we 
make clear agreements with the organizer 
so we can prevent damage to the site and 
repair it if necessary.

Waste management in Bruges Policy Program



Bruges Waste policy



Bruges Waste policy

o General waste policy
o Waste policy for events
o Practical examples



Bruges Waste policy

o General waste policy
o Waste policy for events
o Practical examples



Structure



Door to door collections

• Collections of:

• Upcoming Changes
• Organic Waste → bins

• Garden waste → bins
• Residual Waste → bi-weekly collection + price increase

Plastic, Metal and Drink 
Packaging (PMD)
Bi-weekly collection

Paper & Cardboard
Bi-weekly collection

Organic Waste 
Weekly collection

Residual Waste 
Weekly collection

148 kg by 2030

Garden Waste 
Bi-weekly collection
(Mar-Nov)



Recycling parks

• 3 parks
• Available 5/7 days
• Most common types of waste
• Different prices depending on waste type
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Public Containers

Batteries Small elec. devices (<25cm)

Lamps
Textiles and leather goods

Glass Residual Waste



Waste Collection specific for the City Centre

• 5 big litter routes
• Daily rounds



Waste Collection specific for the City Centre

• Above ground 
waste bins: 407

• Underground 
waste bins: 24

• Different methods 
to empty



Waste Collection specific for the City Centre

• With electrical Stuyft: 
• Difficult to reach locations



Waste Collection specific for the City Centre

• Small vehicles: elektrical Nissan or Alké
• Multiple bins in short distance
• Moderate to low bin filling rate



Waste Collection specific for the City Centre

• With press truck: 
• Busy locations
• High bin filling rate



Waste Collection specific for the City Centre

• Underground waste bins: 24
• Trial project since 2025
• Replace 40 normal bins
• Capacity of 1m²
• Emptied by external contract
• Expansion in coming years



Waste Collection specific for the City Centre

Extra Waste Bins for Busy Periods
• To be placed when it gets busier

• Especially during the summer and winter

• Helps us avoid overflowing waste bins

• Will be removed when it gets quieter



Bruges Waste policy

o General waste policy
o Waste policy for events
o Practical examples



Types of Organisers

• City Services
• Meifoor (yearly big fair)
• Klinkende Kroegen

• Private with city cooperation agreement
• Cactus Festival
• Wintergloed

• Big private events
• Brugge Feest
• Brugse Bavik Dagen

• Small private events
• Neighbourhood gettogethers
• School happenings



Support given by the city – Materials cfr waste



Support given by the city – Waste Collection

• Residual waste
• Special event bags
• Usually collected in 1100L containers

• PMD
• Bags

• Paper & Cardboard

• Other waste 
→ organiser



Support given by the city – Numbers

• Focus supporting local/small initiatives
• Bigger/professional organisations → private market
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Glasbox Cigarette stands Big Containers Small Containers



Bruges Waste policy

o General waste policy
o Waste policy for events
o Practical examples



Practical examples

➢ Soccer
➢ Cactus festival
➢ Meifoor
➢ Warmste week
➢ Winter Glow
➢ Christmas Market



Soccer

• Private

• Only reusable cups
• QR code for restitution (since 2025)
• Easy return

• International matches

    → Big containers in city centre



Cactus Festival

• Cooperation agreement

• Clean team by organisation

• Skip containers

• Small containers

• Waste collection



Meifoor

• Organised by the city

• Small containers

• Skip containers

• Glass container

• Daily waste pickup

• Sweeper

• Clean team



Warmste Week

• Cooperation agreement

• Small containers

• Clean team (2x 4h - 5p)

• Skip containers

• Reusable cups
• Loss reduction of 5% 2023 vs 2024



Wintercompas
(Wintergloed / Kerstmarkt)

• Cooperation agreement
• Waste islands 

(PMD – residual)

• Clean Team
• Skip press container

• Small containers
• Cigarette butt recepticles
• Sweeper



Questions?

Jonas.lagrou@brugge.be 

mailto:Jonas.lagrou@brugge.be
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